
Helping Londoners to 
prepare for 
flooding  
 

Louise Clancy, Climate Change Adaptation & Water 



What we need for Londoners 

•An effective warning system for surface water flooding: 
•Reliable 
•Easy to understand 
•Maximises response time  
•Affordable 
•Integrates all sources of flood risk 
•Easy to sign up / communicate 

 



How do we transfer useful elements of the project to benefit more communities across 
London?  



The state of play in London 

Early 2007, surface water flood identified as a potential threat 
•no ownership of risk 
•no map of where might get wet 
•fragmented responsibility for delivery 
•low skills base outside consultancies 
•33 boroughs, therefore 33 ways of working 
•Summer floods 2007 - £3bn insured losses 
•Government commissioned ‘Pitt Review’ 
•Flood and Water Management Act 
 



Drain London  
1. Map surface water flood risk across London 
2. Identify ‘critical drainage areas’ 
3. Develop surface water management plans for each London 

Borough 
4. Undertake actual flood risk mitigation projects 
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Source: Drain London 

     Surface water flood risk 



Output -  Flood Depth 



Output -  Flood Hazard 



North Circular/A10 underpass 

North Middx Hosp 

Flood Depth – CDA Group4_009 1in 100year +CC 

Watermill Lane – cul de sac 

Containing Care home & NHS ancillary plant 



Critical Drainage 
Area 



Deliverables 

•EA published all Preliminary Flood Risk Appraisals 
•Every borough has a draft SWMP and developing their flood 
risk management strategies 
 



Green Roofs  







Links between Drain London and Rain 
Gain 
-A ready-made Forum of key stakeholder 
-Good working relationship with national government 
-Keen to ensure local government can use the transferable pieces of the project 

-E.g. Workshop pack to enable communities to understand potential flood risk 
mitigation options for their local area 

 



Thank you   

Louise.clancy@london.gov.uk 
020 7983 4669 


